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Dear French studelrts and panents.

I hop ttat you hsttc €4iotted a voderfirl srumner d tbat you share my
enthusisasm for lhe aoming year. Bi,mveinrcl Sf€loorel

To thcse of you new to otn Fronch leguagp pm$anq let mc inboduce myself. I
am anative Frsnch speakeq withaBachelors degree inFre,nshLitemture and alvlasners
dcgffi from lhe $ortome in Pade I ry€ak Frd inmy M, md trrarret frqrlurtly to
visit my frmily in his d Muaql. I hve bcm ttr&ing md uanslating Fmch for'lnorethan2S year$.

Yowchildrur are frrtunatethatyouharrc d€ciddto eDrpose theur to asocond
larlguqgp. Childt€Nt ufu re ahle to k d Seak es wrmds of a sooond laneuage in
ealy childhood have a @&rx dnstssc in l*erpusl. Atttoug! orn class time is
limitcq those who coutinue more foffial strdy rvha they are olde,r; wilt fnd thd they
learn mom rapidly, that trsir asceff is mor€ natural, snd &af tbir use of idioms is more
fluent Ulhsn Imeet my sfifu ufto ue'r'i% f,lfi&le Schl ed tli& Sohool French"
they ell rne thd thsir euty lms baw 1ns lh * fu top oftheir clasesl

I s'Bive to e'r€at€ an adivc, vibratr, elassroom mryhere, in n'trich ths children
cm e4icythemselves as thsy lemr. I tue English as fitle as pmibla We gtart thc day
wift grceti4s in ftwdt a rervien'ofth dde and day, ed fu urcafu and sas1ln, 

"ri"gpicfims ad acting to illusffi fu Frschdffiases. Tk r,hikren are mouraged to
respond according to tk rceods of,"total phy$cal tcslnnse" 'pirrg tbeir whole bodies to
demonsrate lfreir answer$. I praisc thn childreir'$ reqxlr$eg in Frcnpb
infilofucingrewwor* ilrat dm be graryd in oonsexl

qrrifr€Nt FM is not s[€ss€d in &o euly ftgs o'f luguagp taining; but the
childm do have an oppornrnity to beooms usd to som6 oft&s coaymtioo$ ;f ryrittetr
French in the fo'ffi ofprrzzlesr songs, and poe,us, As tln children becoms rmdn ftey are
encouraged to rd md write morc. Each child wil @ a folder of
material. Ve fiE ufitrg tsxtffi bo& in es fu md ffiond twels. We will atsob€
usittg gfiIres such as *qpintte botrle'to choo$eachildtorryondto equestionor
brmulate aphrase, md ftash.cands to tschths elphaht a* simple snitten phrasos. I
*rygt fu chitdncnto ryak wittoltmbmrrwA usrrg dfudee€m* fiou tbeir
everyday s{pcrience, such as grffihgs, aolors, rumb€r$ f*tily, and Ao*

Far reasoo$ bcyond my oontrol, we do hnve shdffis d rariotrs levels in some of
the classes. I make s point ofteachfug €ac& shdmt at their pumnal lwel, The more
advanced sudcns ae gtradtdly cfuhgedto nse mue asccdn€s and advecbrt and mre.
conplex ffiterm, intno*rcing coqiugdion ofverbq gmdtr, sn'est grffiuatical
structur€ and Fmh spslling. They may b€ asked to hlp &s ofu chit&,en in drills or to
take part in a dialogrre with me m m examplo to the otber children,

I am looking frrqrodto m orciting yearwithyour€hil&q ad I bpe that you
will fel tee to join w d shr€ your ttougfuts with me!

A Trls Bientot!

Orlv Slobodkin
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